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3lsfit^2i ^tat^s partm^nt of dnaiiti 

Honolulu^ H. 

I0»c«ibttr Xl« 1957 


FRAMC ItARSHALI, 1&A7IS 
m BRHAL SBCimm - C 


All »ouroe» utilised in the report 
of SA LSD S. BRBNHEXSSN, dated 
Deosflber 11^ 195T at Honolulu^ haee 
fumlBhed reliable information In 
the |ust« 


!Fhls is furnished for your information 
and should not be dlssesdnuted to 
imauthorlsed persons or agencies* 
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Beport Pony. ^ 
FD-26J (5.‘l2-53) 


• # 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Beportinq OificA 


TITLE OF CASE 



HONOLULU 


FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 


Date 

6/19/58 

InTesUgotiva Fetiod 

5/15.24;6/10,18/58 


Report made b7 

LEO S* BRENHEISEH 

Typed Bys 

vap 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



Approved 


Copies made: 


DAVIS still employed as salesman for The Osborne Company^ 
working out of hts home» Honolulu* On 2/10/58* wife gave 
birth to twin daughters* Informants have no information 
of any reoent OP activity on the part of subject* 

- P* - 

DETAILS: AT HONOLOIA?* T* H* 

I* BACKQROUHD 

On June 10, 1958, Confidential Informant I I 
reported that FRAKK MARSHALL DAVIS continues to reside 
with his wife and children at 299^ Kalihi Street, Honolulu* 
DAVIS is en]ployed as a salesman by Ihe Osborne Company 
but now operates out of his home rather than working from 
an office in Honolulu* 

On February 10, 1958 J I Executive, 

Commission on Subversive Activities, Territory of Hawaii, 


WMi 


Special Agent 
In Charge 


l>o not wiito in spaces below 


4-Bureau (100-328955)(RAM) 
3-Honolulu (100-5082) 


c' |ii 
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b6 

b7C 

b7D 


AGENCY ^ ) 

REQ. REC’D _____ 
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to you/by the FBI, and neither it not ita contents ore to be distributed outidde the agency to which loaned. 
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HM 100-5082 


b6 

b7C 


reported that aabJeot^s wife gave jp lrth to twin daug^tora 
at Honolulu on | | 

II • EVIDEKCB OP COWHOHIST FABTI ACTIVITY 

On May 1*^. 1QR8> Gonfidantlal Informant I I 

subject^ reported that da vis 

■'BTDppHnTnTCTngTTTB'TnJTCBnn for the **Honolulu Record** as a 
vacation break and to gain an opportunity to attempt to 
recoup his financial fortune rather than because of any 
ideological break with the Communist Party line or the 
editorial policy of the paper. Informant explained that 
in recent months the International Longshoremen* a and 
Warehousemen's tinlon (IIWU) has indicated an intention of 
purchasing the "Honolulu Record” and subject still maintains 
that he hopes ±a_cesume work at the paper when this is 
accomplished. | | reported that DAVIS continues to regularly 

frequent the premises of the **Honolulu Record" and, although 
he has no information concerning any recent Communist Party 
Front activity on the part of DAVIS, it is his opinion 
DAVIS is Inactive in that regard only because of the 
nonexistence of any Front group in the Territory at present. 


On May 24> 1958, Confidential Informant I I who 
was a meiiU>er of the Communist Party prior and subsequent to 
World War II, reported he knew of no recent Communist Party 
activity on the part of DAVIS j however, he stated that the 
Communist Party is now inactive in Hawaii, Informant 
related that subject continues to be friendly with former 
Honolulu Smith Act Defendants, and he has never heard any 
rumor to the effect that DAVIS might have defected from his 
former political leanings. 


- P* - 


- 2 - 





APPENDIX 


'• HONOLULU RECORD ” 


In March of 1953 the Commission on Subversive 
Activities to the Legislature, Territory of Hawaii, re- 
ported that the origin and purpose of the “Honolulu 
Record", its ovmership, its editorial policy, and the 
character of its personnel led the Commission to the 
inescapable conc3.usion that it is the journalistic mouth- 
piece of the Coirniiunlst Party in the Territory of Hawaii, 

On June 2, 1958 J l Executive 6f 

the above named commission, reported that the motivating 
force in the founding of the "Honolulu Record" in 1948 
the Executive Board of the Communist Party, 
olnted out that there had been no significant ^ ‘ 

n the ot^ ^nArffhi n nf newspaper during the 
last four years. | | stated that the "Honolulu 

Record" continues to follow the Communist Party line 
but nov; takes a vle’y^point less militant than that of 
their policy prior to 1955. 
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_ FD -122 


STANOMD PORM NO. 64 ^ S , 

O^ce lAemomndum • united sta" s government 


UBJECT: 


c!^' 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-328955) 
SAC, HONOUJIAJ (100-5082) 
PRANK MARSHAIJ$?AVIS 

SBctggTi f' mgr e R = c 

(00 - Honolulu 


DATE: 1/14/58 


M 2 3 


It is recommended tiiat a Security' Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual* 

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) f'" ' 


ALUSES 


NATIVE BOHN 


NATURA.UZED 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WOHCEHS PARTY 


MISCELUNEOUS (Specify)^ 
TAB K)R DH^COM 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


ALIEN 


INDEPENDEWT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


DATE OF BIRTH 


PUCE OF BIRTH 


ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


The Osborne Company - working iettt~~ofe h3rB - home , 

— — ... . - - ■■ > 

2994 Kallhi Street, Honolulu, T, H. 

NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSDIESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 




Bureau (REG.) 
1 - Honolulu 
LSB:eim 

(3) 





I FORM NO. 6< V 

Atepzorandupz • united states government 


TO 



ROM 


BJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-328955) 

SAC, HOROLOLU ^00-5082) 

FRARK MARSHALL DAVIS 
IS-C 

(00 s Honolulu) 


DATE: ^/^9/58 


Enclosed are four copies of report of SA LEO S« 
BREHREISEM dated 6 / 19 / 5 B at Honolulu, together with four 
copies of infomant evaluation letter* 

REFERERCE 


Report of SA LEO S* BRENREISER dated 12/11/57 Honolulu* 




57 ) 


pr~l Subject’s name Is Included in the Security Index. 
fXn The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current . 

{ I Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form PD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau, 
cr: A suitable photograph nn Is 1 [ is not available. 

rjT~] Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only In those 
instances where the Identities of the sources must 
be concealed, 

I [ Subject Is employed In a key facility and ‘ 

is charged with security responsibility. Interested 

agencies are . 

I [ This report is classified because 

(state reason) 


[3^ Subject wa5 not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

Infomants have pointed out that DAVIS has always been 
voolferouB In criticism of Oovemment prosecution of 
Communists^ and there appeared to be no likelihood he 
might cooperate with the FBI. Inasmuch as subject is 
also closely connected with the "Honolulu Record,** it 
is believed the Bureau would receive adverse publicity 
if an atteiqpt were made to interview him. 

I \ This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- . 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

IX I This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

DAVIS was a regular columnist for the "Honolulu Record" 
until May, 1957> and has stated he Intends to resume 
that activity in the future. He was active in the last 

Comraunlst Party Front group, the Hawaii Civil Rights 
Congress, which went out or existence in the fall of 
193o. DAVIS also refused to testify before the Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee in November, 1956. DAVIS 
was a member of the Communist Party until it became 
Inactive in 1952. 




FRANK HAHSHALL DAVIS 
INTERNAL SEGURIT 7 - C 


Ihe confidential Infomanta mentioned in the 
report of Special Agent LEO S« BRENNEISENj dated June 19 i 
1938^ at Honolulu, T. H», In the captioned natter, have 
furnished reliable information In the past* 

This Is furnished for your Information and 
should not be disseminated to unauthorized persons or 
agencies* 



AGENCV 




REQ. REC'O 
DATE FORW. 
HOW FORW., 
BY - 


r* C- 

-r — "7 "■ 




coyy 





3le2keral Su»ati nf InufstisattDit 

m^ni of Suottcs 


Honolulu^ T« H» 
June 19, 19^ 


FIUMK MAR8BALI. DAVXS 

nrPKRiiAL mmiTc - c 


tRie confidential infomanta mentioned in the 
report of Special Agent JJSO S* BIUBDISI8SK# dated June 19# 
1958, at Honolulu, T. H*, in the captioned matter, have 
fumlehed reliable information in the paat. 

Ihie la fumlehed for your information and 
should not be diseemlnated to unauthorized perflone or 
agencies* 


AIL lKrC;?:iL\T:C,'i L0NT;’'^i 

HfR£afs UNCLASSn'JrD ' 





Jackson 



SAC , Honolulu C 100 - 5082 ) 

J y Director, FBI (100-328955) 

O 

PRABK MftRBHALL DAVIS 
IIltKHNAt SBCDHUY - C 



7/1/58 


\ 


Herop SA Leo Brennelsen dated 6/19/58. 

In vlexsi of the lack of subversive activity on 
the part of this subject and the inactivity of the Coiamunist 
Party in Honolulu, it is believed desirable that this case 
be re-evaluatsd regarding Ufevis ^ key figure status. 

In this regard Bureau desires that you also 
review all key figure cases in your office at this time 
and subjoit your recoomendation in each case regarding 
whether the key figure status should remain in effect. 

Submit your recommendation under individual case caption 
within thirty days from date of this letter. 


A'J COi’IT •’« 




<//• 


/: .. 

’*'*“*^J ' 

REG- S " ' 

■ ’S!? JUL ^ ti 


Tolson 

Boardman 
Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Mease _ — 


ERGslnl: 

I,' 


Tele. Room 
Holloman ^ 
Gandy 


JUL 8 j958 

aa,'y^ 


MAIL ROOM 


iVlAIUq 3)t 

JUL 1-1958 

COMM-FBI 


-j I f 





STANOARO FORM NO. M 


Office NLenp^. Jndu7n •-united c. governme 



ROM : 


II If SUBJECT: prank marshall DAVIS % ’ 

1 / is-c ' . , U'-J 

(CX>: Honolulu) t 

JUL 2 9 1959 

He report of SA LEO S« BRKNNEXSSi dated 6/19/58 
at Honolulu and Bulet to Honolulu 7/1/58* 

A8 noted in the administrative letter forwarding 
copies of referenced Honolulu report, subject, until Hay, 

1957 > & regular ooluanlst for the '^Honolulu Becord” 

weekly newspaper, Oomunlst Party dominated and controlled. 

He has stated that he Intends to resume writing In the near 
future} however, his last Identification as a member of the 
Communist Party was In 1952} his last activity with the 
Hawaii Civil lUghts Congress, a Commonlst Party front 
organization was in 1956; and he refused to testify before 
the D.S* Senate Internal Security Subcommittee in Noveniber, 

1956. 

There has been no reported Communist activity on 
the part of the subject since 1956. 

Information received during the past year Indicates 
that the Communist Party of Hawaii has continued in a dormant 
status and that there is no Commonlst activity on the part 
of any organized group or Individuals. This Information was 
reportedly verified as late as Jtme, 1938. 

f t It Is also noted that the final edition of the 

3 “Honolulu Record” newspaper wets dated 7/3/58, and the 
n ^ Record Publishing Company, Ltd,, has been sold to 

l/o]rv the International Longshoremen’s and Varehousemeh’s Vhlon, 

I which is to publish a weekly newspaper of Its own, beginning 
-'"‘in the Pall of 1958. 

>*- 

It Is therefore recommended that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 
be deleted from the Key Figure list of the Honolulu Division. 


DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-328955) 
SAC, HONOLULU ^100-5082) 


DATE: 7/11/58 


iT-' 




2-Bureau (RH) ^ i 
RCOsvap-^ 




RE&91 
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teo JUL 14 1958 
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FD .263 ( 5 - 12 - 55 ) W 


• I 

federal bureau of investigation 


Beporting Office 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 

Office of Origin 

HONOLULU 

Date 

7/1V59 

InTOBtigatiTe Period 

7/2-9/59 

TTTLE OF CASE 


1 Report made by 

LEO S. BRENNEISEN 

Typed Byt 

EJG 

/ 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


PRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

== "C 





I^EFERENCE 

Report of SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN dated 6/19/58 at Honolulu 


- C - 


b2 

b7D 


IDENTITY 


INFORMANTS 


DATE 



8/13/58 

11/14/58 

^/2/59 

Background 1/1/59 
orally to SA I£0 
S, BRENNEISEN 


PILE LOCATION 

100-5082-522 

100-5082-525 

100-5082-533 

This report 


7/6/59# orally to This report 
SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN 


/ 


Approved 


ial A^ant 
in Charge 


Do not write in spaces below 


"ZTC 

kJ 


Copies madet 






4 - Bureau (100-328955) (RAM) 

3 - Honolulu (100-5082) 
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1 . 1 X I Subject's name Is Included in the Security Index. 

2 . j~3in The data appearing on the Security Index card are 

current . 

3» 1 I Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form PD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau, 
suitable photograph r~Xl Is | [ Is not available. 

5 . r~X~] Careful consideration has been given to each source 

concealed and T symbols were utilized only In those 
instances where the Identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

6 . j~l Subject Is employed In a key facility and 

is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are . 

7. 1 1 This report is classified because 

(state reason) 



! 


Q I Subject was not relnterviewed because (state reason) 

Informants have pointed out that DAVIS has always been 
vociferous in criticisin of Goverament prosecution of 
Communists j and there appears to be no likelihood he 
might cooperate with the FBI. 


Q t This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

10 . pc I This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 


DAVIS was a regular coliamnist for the "Honolulu Record" 
until May 1957- He was active in the last Communist Party 
front group, the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, which went out 
of existence in the fall of 1956. DAVIS also refused to testify 
before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee in November 
1956. DAVIS was a member of the Communist Party until it 
became Inactive in 1952. 

11 Subject 's SI card flTl is |~~} is not tabbed Detcom. 

nn His activities CS] do i~ I do not warrant Detcom tabbing 


- A - 
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FD-204 (Rev. 9-23-58) 


Copy fOl 


"ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTJCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Report oil 
Dat«i 

File Number: 


SA LEO S« BHENNEISEN omce. 

July 14, 1959 

HN 100-5082; Bufile 100-328955 
PRANK HARSHALL DAVIS 


H0N0LT3LU 


Character: 


SBcusm c 


Synop»)*: 


DAVIS now employed as salesman for Wright Company working out 
of his home, Honoltilu. Informants have no Information any 
recent Communist Party or Communist Party front activity. 

- C - 


DETAILS: 


AT HONOLULU, HAWAII 


i*U. tt'.i’ORi-'AiiiOi'. ^ 


I . BACKGROUND 

On July 7, 1959. 1 I reported that DAVIS and his 

family continue to reside at 2994 Kallhl Street, Honolulu. 
DAVIS is no longer working for the Osborne Company but now 
is employed as an outside salesman for the Wright Company, 
Syracuse, New York. DAVIS works out of his home and does 
not have an office in Honolulu. The Wright Company carries 
a line of novelties and advertising media. DAVIS also uses 
the premises of the "Hawaiian Reporter" for receiving business 
messages and telephone calls during the day. 


II. EVIDENCE OP ANY 
CP ACTIVITY 

On August 13, 1958 , r"* I who is familiar with 
some phases of Commxanist Party front activity in the Territory 


b2 

b7D 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to your agency/ 

if andfor its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 10-74625-! era 



t # 


HN 100-5082 


of Hawaii, reported that in a recent convereatlon with subject 
DAVIS had declared that there was absolutely no CoDunurlist 
activity in the Territory at the present time and he was of 
the opinion that there appeared to be no interest in re- 
vitalizing any civil rights group. 

On November 14, 1958, I (further advised that 

DAVIS had stated that he had no plans to restune his writing 
for a newspaper. However, informant noted that on a trip to 
DAVIS *s home about a week previous he had observed that subject 
was still receiving a great deal of material from the Federated 
Press and from the National Negro Press, 

The Federated Press was cited as a Communist 
front by the Special House Committee on Cn-American 
Activities on March 29, 1944, 

On June 2, 1959J [related that DAVIS, in discussing 

the "Hawaiiein Reporter”, a new weekly paper of Honolulu which 
was not then in publication, stated that he believed there was 
no possibility of his being employed as a colxunnist by the new 
paper, DAVIS stated that the top brass at the International 
Longshoremen * s and Warehousemen • s union had called him a 
”haole (Caucasian) hater” and DAVIS was of the opinion that 
they did not desire an antl-haole columnist on the paper, ^ ^ 

^ bz 

On July 7 9 1959. 1 b tated he had received no b7D 

Information of any Communist or Communist Party front activity 
on the part of DAVIS during the past year. 

On July 6, 1959 J "t ormer member of the Communist 

Party In Honolulu prior and subsequent to World War II, reported 
he had no information concerning any Communist Party or Communist 
Party front activity on the part of DAVIS during the last year. 

On July 9, 1959^1 I Executive, Commission 

on Subversive Activities to tne Legislature, Territory of 
Hawaii, reported the files of his office contained no Infor- 
mation concerning any subversive activities on the part of 
DAVIS during the last year. 


b6 

b7C 
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In Repfyf Please R^er to 
FUeNo. Hjj 100-5082 


riTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Honolulu. Hawaii 
July l4, 1959 


PRANK HARaHAIX DA VIS 

The confidential informants utilized In the report 
of Special Agent Leo S. Brenneisen dated July 14, 1959# at 
Honolulu j Hawaii, have furnished reliable information in the 
past^ 

The above is for your information and should not 
be disseminated to unauthorized persons or agencies. 



^ FD-305 {Hev. 10-14-58)* 

HH 100-3082 

1 » rXl Subject's name Is included in the Security Index, 

2 , ng~1 The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current , 

3 . 1 I Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form PD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau, 

A suitable photograph fX! is | [ is not available, 

5 . fin Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
Instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

6-. | I Subject is employed in a key facility and _____ 
is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are _______________ . 

7 A I This report is classified because 

(state reason) 


8 t Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

Informants have pointed out that DAVIS tiao alwayiJ hocn 
voolferoiui *iii criticism of Cevernment prosecution of 
Communists^ and ther*o appears to ho no lUiollhood ho 
might cooperate tsrlth the 


q J n This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security* Index card. 

10. [^Zl This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

DAVIS a ro^^jular columnist tho ‘‘Honolulu Hocord’^ 
until Islay 1937* He waa active In tUo laot Gommunlot Party 
front srotipi, ths Hawaii Civil R5.ghtu Congroac^ which went out 
of exlfitence in tho fall of 195S, DAVIB also rofuocd to testify 
before the Senate intarml Security Sahoomialttco On November 
1936. DAVIS was a mcanbor of tho Gomaunist Party until it 
became Inaotiva in 1952, 

11 Subject ' 5 SI card is j 1 is not tabbed Detcom. 

His activities ^ j \ do not warrant Detcom tabbing. 
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Sr ANOAIW POftM NO. M 


FD-122 

(1-2-61) 


Office Memorandum 


# 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-328955) 


DATE: 3/13/59 


: HOHOLDI,ir^OO- 5082 ) 


SUBJECT: M FRANK HABSHALL DAVIS 

SH •• C 


UT'X) 

Cards Sent 00 

•^//sr 



It is recommended that a Seciirity Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


XX The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows; (Specify change only) 




ALIASES 


NATIVE BOM NATUMUZED ALIEN 

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WOIKEFB PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 

MTSCELIANEOUS (Specify) 

TAB TOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address)^ 


i 


Salesman at Honolula of Vrlght Company. Syracnae. New York. 


NATURE OF INDUSTRI OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 

/0<^ 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS KTqT RECORDED 

20 MAR 161959 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Bepoxtin9 Ofilo* 

Office oi Ozigia 

HONOLULU 

HONOLULU 

TITLE OF CASE 

A 

/^ FRANK MARSHALL TOVIS 

V 



Dot* 

7/25/60 


InTAstigodr* Poxtod 

5/23-7/22/60 


Bapoctmadabp 

SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN 


REFERENCE 

1 

Report of SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN dated 7/14/59 at 'Honolulu 

- C - 

r 

INFORMANTS 

b2 

IDENTITY DATE 

b7D 

FILE LOCATION 




7/22/60, orally to Original source 
SA LEO'S. BRENNEISEN this report 


AU INFORMATION CONTAIR® ' 
HEREIMIS UNCLASSIFr' 


NY IOO-362O-IA-I87I 

7/15/60, orally to Original sourced. 
'rSA LEO S. BRENNEISEN this report f - 


Approved 


Copies made: 


Special Agent 
In Cbarcre 


Do not 'tnite in spaces below 


(^}- Bureau (100-328955) (RAM) 
3 - Honolulu {100-5082) 



// 


BS JUL 29 1950 




Property oi FBI - Tbis report is loaned, to you by tbe FBI, and neither it nor its contents ore to be distributed outside tbe agency to wbicn loaned* 
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HN 100-5082 

1 . nri Subject's name is Included in the Security Index. 

2 . nr~| The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current . ■ 

3 » | 1 Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 

and Form PD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 

• 4.[X^ A suitable photograph [7X1 is | 1 is not available. 

5.pri Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
Instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

6. 1 I Subject is employed in a key facility and 

is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are . ^ . 

7 A I This report is classified ■ because 

(state reason) . ' 


8. f~X~] Subject was; not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

informants have pointed out that. DAVIS has always been 
vociferous 'in criticism of Government prosecution of Communists, 
and there appears to be no likelihood he might cooperate with 
the FBI . 


Q I I This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card'. 

10. nn This case has- been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it’ continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

DAVIS was a regular columnist for the ’’Honolulu Record" until 
May 1957. He was active in the last Communist Party front 
group, the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, which went but of 
existence in the fall of 1956. DAVTS also refused to testify 
before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee in November 
1956, DAVIS was a member of the Communist Party until it 
became inactive in 1952. •. 

11 .nn Subject 's SI card, 1 is 1 ~ 1 is not tabbed Detcom. 

[XU His activities [7x~l do, [~ | dp not warrant Detcom tabbing. 


B* ' 
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FD-20i (Rev. 3-3^0) 


Report of: 
Dafc: 


Qipracter: 


Synopsis: 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SA LEO Si BRENNEISEN 
7/25/60 


Fkid Offk« File No.: HN 100“5082 ' 


Office: HONOLULU 


Bureau File No.: 100-*328955 


FRAMK MARSHALL DAVIS 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


DAVTS still employed as- a salesman working out of his Honolulu 
home. In December 1959 listed as one of the sponsors of 
American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born. Honolulu 
informants have no information any recent CP or CP activity. 


C 


DETAILS: AT HONOLULU^ HAWAII 


BACKGROUND 


All INfORMATlON CONTAINED 
«ERE1W IS UNCLASSIFIED^ 


On July 12j 1960J | Credit Bureau of Hawaii,, 

reported the files of her oiiice reflected that subject is still 
residing at 299^ Kallhl Street and is tvorking as a salesman. 

The credit files further indie ate- that DAVIS in January of . 1959 
obtained a Gross Income Tax License, from the Territory of ‘ Hawaii 
to do business as the Paradise Paper Company. The credit files 
nr> f'nr»-hhg>T^ Information concerning this company, and 
I rep or ted that available directories contain no 
listing for the company. , • ’ , 

On July 22,- i960,’ Honolulu I I reported that' DAVIS, 
and his family continue to reside at 299^ Kallhl Street, Honolulu. 
Informant stated that DAVIS is still employed as an outside 
salesman for the Wright Company .of Syracuse, New York. DAVIS 
does not maintain an office and works’ out of his home. In 
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reference to the Paradise Paper Company, informant related that 
in addition to selling for the Wright Company, DAVIS has from 
time to time taken on several small lines in his sales work, but 
his primary occupation is still that of salesman for the Wright 
Company • 

' II. EVIDENCE OF ANY 

COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY 

On December 24, 1959^ Honolulu I I made available a 

copy of a booklet entitled "The Legacy of Abner Green," issued 
by the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born 
(ACPFB), for the 27th National Conference which was held on 
December 19-20, 1959, at Hotel Belmont Plaza, 49th Street and 
Lexington Plaza, New York City. 

The ACPFB has been designated by the Attorney . - 

General of the United States, pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. b" 

On the inside of the booklet there was a program of 
conference events and a’ list of the names of the officers and 
sponsors of the ACPFB. Under the list of sponsors was FRANK 
MARSHALL DAVIS, Honolulu. . , 

On July 15 j I960, Honolulu ! I a member of the 
Communist Party in Honolulu prior and subsequent to World War II, 
related that he has heard no information of any recent Communist 
Party or Communist Party activity on the part of DAVIS. 

Informant pointed out that he has not heard DAVIS* name being 
mentioned recently by persons who are known to him as former 
members of the Communist Party in Honolulu. 

On July 21, i960, j j Commission on Sub- 

versive Activities to the Legislature, ^ate of Hawaii, reported 
the files of his office contain no information concerning any 
recent CommunistParty or Communist Party front activity on the 
part of DAVIS . I I stated that he had recently Interviewed 

I v;ho is organizing a local chapter of the National 
Associ ation ror Advancement of Colored People in Honolulu. 

I stated that DAVIS had evidenced some desire to become i 

active in the organization, but his overtures were met with a 
rebuff because of his former connections, with the Communist 1 

Party and front organizations in Honolulu. 
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On December 1, IQSq I I related that during the 
previous week FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS, in commenting on the 
"Hawaiian Reporter," a new weekly nev/spaper of Honolulu, had 
stated that he felt that the paper was a failure and that many 
of the subscribers who were interested in a progressivev paper 
were not renewing their subscriptions. DAVIS commented he K7 pi 
felt the "Hawaiian Reporter" was the nicest paper in the world 
and it was apparently not for anything or against anything. 

When DAVIS was questioned concerning the possibility of the 
old Hawaii Civil Rights Congress (HCRC) being reactivated, he 
related he v/as not Interested in the subject at the present 
time and did not feel anybody else was Interested. DAVIS stated 
that as far as progressive affairs were concerned, he had been 
warned on the Mainland prior to his departure to reside in Hawaii 
that he would get in a state of lethargy. DAVTS commented that 
he guessed that the people were right inasmuch as he believed 
all the individuals in Hawaii who were formerly connected with 
the progressive movement were In such a state. 

The HCRC is an adjunct of the Civil Rights Congress 
which has been cited by the U. S. Attorney General 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

II who is familiar with some phases of Communist 
Party activity in the State of Hawaii and is viell acquainted 
with DAVIS, on July 22, 19^0, reported he had received no 
information of any recent Communist Party or Communist Party 
front activity on the part of subject. 
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July 25 , i 960 


Title FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 


Character SECURITY MATTER - C 

Reference RSport of SA IDO S • BRENNEISEN 
dated July 25^ I960 at Honolulu 


All sources (except any listed helow) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past* 
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DATS 


FILS LOCATION 


12/1/59 


7/22/60, orally to Original source 
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1 . 1 ^ ( Subject ' s name is included in the Security Index, 
2,r^ The data appearing on the Security Index card are 

^ current , 

3 . 1 I Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 

and Form FD-122 has been .submitted to the Bureau. 

4 . 1 y I A suitable photograph | ^ | is { | is not available. 

5.f"v~i Careful consideration has been given to each source 

concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
_ be concealed. 

6 . 1 \ Subject is employed in a key facility and ' 

is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are - ~ • . 

7. 1 1 This report is classified because 

(state reason), . ' 


8 Subject was' not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

Inf ormantB have pointed out . that DAVIS has always be^ 
vociferous in criticism of Government prosecution of Communists, 
and there appears to be no likelihood he might cooperate with 
the FBI. 


Q j I This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau' recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security 'Index card. 
10.r~l This case has. been. re-evaluated in the light of the 
X Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

DAVIS was a regular columnidt for the "Honolulu Record" until 
Haor 1957 • He was active in the last Communist Party front 
group, the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, which went oUt of 
existence in the fall of I956. pAVIB also refused to testify 
before the Senate Xntemal Security Subcommittee in November 
1956. DAVIS laas a member of the Communist Party until it 
became Inactive In 195 S* 


Subject's SI card [ 
His activities 


is r~ 1 is not tabbed Detcom. 
r 1 do not warrant Detcom tabbing. 
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UN^ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JO^ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION' 


SA i£o s. wmmsm 

7/25/60 


Field Offic* File No.: HN 100-5082 


Office: HONOLOEa 


Bureau File No.: 100-328955 


BBASK HABSHAll, SATZS 


Cl]aradec: 


SECORiry MATTBR - C 


Synopsis: 


SATIS still es^Ioyed as a salesman vorldng out of his Honolulu 
home. In December 1959 listed as one of the spcaisors of 
American Committee for Protection of Po3?elgn Bom. Honolulu 
informants hsye no Information any recent CP or CP activity • 

* • • — C — ' 

DCTAHSi AT HCaiOIgLC. HAWAII y 
I. BACKCRdOHD - 

On July 12, 1960J I Credit Bureau of Hawaii, 

reported the files of her cmcBTcnccted that subject is still 
residing at 2994 Kallhl Street and is wo rigln g as a salesman. 

The credit files further Indicate that DAVIS In January of 1959 
obtained a Gross Income Tax License from the Territory of Hawaii 
to do business aa the Paradise Paper Company. The credit files 
contain no further information concerning this oontpany, and 
I reported that ayallable directories contain no 
listing for the coD5>any, 


On July 22, i960, Honolulu ! reported, that DAVIS 
and his family continue to reside at 2994 Sallhl Street, Honolulu. 
Informant stated that DAVIS T Is still employed as an outside 
salesman for the Wright Company of Syracuse, Hew York. DAVIS J32 
does not maintain an office and worses out of his home. In ' 


ALl INFORMATION COPITAIKEe) I 

- , • HtREiNJS UNCUSSinO)’ . /0V 

OAitJSjSSic^ 
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reference to the Paradise Paper. Company, informant related that 
in addition to selling for the V/right Company, DAVIS has from 
time to time t^ken on several small lines in his sales vfork, but 
his primary occupation is still that of salesman for the V/right 
Company, 


II. EVIDENCE OP ANy * 

COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY 


On December 24, 1959a Honolulu ! I made available a 

copy of a booklet entitled; ’’The Legacy or Abner Green," issued 
by the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Bom 
(ACPPB), for the 27th National Conference iThich vras held on 
December 19-20, 1959. at Hotel Belmont Plaza; 49th Street and 
Lexington Plaza, New York City. 

The ACPPB has been desi^ated by the Attorney 
General of the United States, pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 

On the inside of ‘ the booklet there v/as a program of 
conference events and a list of the names of the officers and 
sponsors of the ACPPB. - Under the list of sponsors was FRANK 
MARSHALL DAVIS, Honolulu. , 


b2 

b7D 


On July *15, I960, Honolulu 
Communist Party in Honolulu prior an 


la member of the 

. . _ - "snusequent to World V7ar II, 

related that he has heard no, information of any recent Communist 


f 


Party or Communist Party -activity on the part of DAVIS, 
Informant pointed out that he has not heard DAVTS* name being 
mentioned recently by persons v/ho are kno?m to him as former 
members of the Communist Party in Honolulu. 


On July 21, i960. 


Commission on Sub- 


versive Activities to the Legislature, State of Haviali, reported 
the files of his office contain no information concerning any 
recent Communi st Party or Communist Party front activity on the 
part of DAVTS. I 1 stated that he had recently Interviewed 

I I vjho is organizing a local chapter of the National 

Associ ation for Advancement of Colored People in Honolulu, 

I I stated that DAVIS had evidenced some desire to become 
active in the organization, but his overtures were met xirlth a 
rebuff because of his former connections with the Communist 
Party and front organizations in Honolulu. 


b6 

b7C 


- 2 - 







HN 100-5082 


On Becember 1959 « [ I related thalj during the b?D 
previous week 551A1IK MARSHALL DAVIS, In commenting on the 
^’Hawaiian Report a new weekly newspaper of Honolulu, had 
stated that he felt that the paper was a fallujse an4ythat many 
of the subscribers who were Interested In apregreii^Lve paper 
were not renewing their subscriptions. pAVl® dOWBil^ he 
felt the ’’Hawaiian Reporter” was the nlceai p^er In the world 
and It was apparently not for anything or agidaBt anything ♦ 

When DAVIS was questioned concerning the possibility of the 
old Hawaii Civil Rights Congress (HCRC) being reactivated, he 
related he was not Interested in the subject at the pj^ent 
time and did not feel anybody else was interested, sittis stated 
that as far as progressive affairs were concerned, he had been 
warned on the AinlWnd prior to his departure to i*etBdde In Hawaii 
that he would get In a state of lethargy. BAVIS cowmented that 
he guessed tlmt the peoite were right Inasmuch as he believed 
all the Individuals in Hawaii who were fwsierly connected with 
the progressive oeveiaent were In such a state. 


b2 

b7D 


The HCRC is an adjunct of the Civil Rights CiiBigress 
which has been cited by the U. S, Attorney Genermi' 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


who is familiar with some phases of Communist 
Party activity^ In the State of Hawaii and Is well acquainted 
with DAVIS, on July 22, i960, reported he had received no 
information of any recent Communist Party or Communist Party 
front activity on the part of subject. 
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5/18 - 7/24/61 
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BRENNEISEN 
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CHABACTEB OF CASE 

SM - C 



o 

FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 


REFERENCE 

Report of SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN dated 7/25/60 at Honolulu 
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Date ' Fil^ Location 

6/29/61 100-5082-544 
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SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN this report 

NY IOO-362O-IA-I96O 

7/18/61, orally to Original source 
SA LEO S. this report 
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Approrod 


CopiM x&ad»; 


A - Bureau (100-328955 ) (RAM) 
3 - Honolulu (100-5082) 


by routing slip for 
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1. nn 

2. [XU 

3-n 

5-rxn 


6-(ZD 


T.izii 


Subject's name is Included in the Security Index. 

The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current , 

Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form PD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau, 

A suitable photograph nc~1 Is j | is not available. 
Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only In those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

Subject Is employed in a key facility and 

Is charged with security responsibility. Interested 

agencies are • 

This report Is classified because 

(state reason) 


8. 1 ) Subject previously Interviewed (dates) . 

IX I Subject was not relntervlewed because (state r so n ) 

Informants have pointed out that DAVIS has always been vociferous 
in criticism of Government prosecution of Communists, and 
there appears to be no likelihood he might cooperate with the 
FBI. 


9^1 1 This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 

and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 
iQ. nrn This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

DAVIS was regular columnist for "Honolulu- Record" 
until May 1957. He was active in the last CP front group, Hawaii 
Civil Rights Congress, which went out of existence in the fall 
of 1958 . He refused to testify before Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee II/ 56 . He was member CP, Honolulu, until Party 
became Inactive 1952. Is still listed as sponsor ACPFB, 


11. nn Subject 's SI card Is j [ l a not tabbed Detcom. 

|~X~1 Subject '3 activities \ do | 1 do not warrant Detcom 

tabbing . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN 
July 31# 1961 


Office: 


HONOLULU 


Field Office File N 0.1 HN 100“5082 


Bureau File No.: 100-328955 


FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 


Character: 


SECURITY MATTER ~ C 


Synopsis: 


, DAVIS employed as salesman working out of his Honolulu home. 

In December I960 listed as one of sponsors for American 
• Committee for Protection of Foreign Bom. Honolulu informants 
have no information any recent Communist Party or Commvinist 
Party front activity. 

- C - 


DETAILS; 


At Honolulu. Hawaii 


ALL IfJORV^.TION CONTAIN© 
HERCbN |3 b.'ICLASSfriEQ. 


I . BACKGROUND 


On June 29# 1981, I I reported that DAVIS still 
resides at 299^ Kallhl Street and works out of his home as a 
salesman for the Wright Company of Syracuse, New York. 


II. EVIDENCE 0F ANY COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY 


b7D 


On December l6 . 1Q60 . 1 k ade available a mimeographed 

letter from the American Committee for Protection of the Foreign 
Born containing the letterhead of the above organization and 


This document contains neitber recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to yotur agency: It ftnd 
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a list of the officers arid sponsors, 
listed PRANK MARSHALL DAVIS. ‘ 


Among the sponsors was 


The American Committee for the Protection of 
Foreign Born has been desi^ated by the Attorney 
General of the United. States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. - '.z. 


the 


On July 18^ 1961, I I who is familiar with some 

phases of past Communist Party front activity in Honolulu, 
reported he knew of no current Commimist Party or Communist 
Party front activity on the part of DAVTS, Informant pointed 
out that DAVIS’S wife is .employed as a house to house salesman,, 
for Avon Products arid works mostly in the evenings making 'house 
calls. As a result, subject is now forced to spend most of 
his evenings babysitting and has little opportunity . to contact 
_liLa_former friends outside of working hours. According -to 
I I DAVIS has recently praised the hew government of Ghana 
and stated that he hopes eventually to emigrate to that country 
Inasmuch as he feels he .could /contribute a great deal to the . 
young republic. 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


On July 18, 1961, [ 


a former- member of the 


Communist Party 'prior and subsequent to World War II, reported 
that he rarely sees DAVIS in Honolulu and knows of no “recent 
Communist Party or Communist Party front activity on' his part. 


On July 24, 196l,[ 


Consultant, Commission 


on Subversive Activities,- State of Hawaii, reported the files 
of his office contain ‘no 'pertinent information concerning 
DAVIS’ s, activities during the last year. 
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Character SECURITY MATTER - C' 

Reference Report of SA LEO S, BRENNEISEN 
dated 7/31/61 at Honolulu . 


. All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 

connminlcation have furnished reliable infonnation in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is Ihe property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. . 



r 

\ 


> FD- 2 S 3 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




REPPRTING OFFICE 

HONOLaiAJ 




OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

HONOIAJLU 


TITLE OF CASE 




FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 


Jlft. 3 0 19S2 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

7/6 27/62 


REPORT MADE BY 

LEO S. BRENNE ISEN 

CHARAaER OF CASE 

SM-C 


TYPED BY 

Jem 


REFERENCE ; Report of SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN, 7/31/61, Honolulu* 
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INFORMANTS 
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Date 


Location 


7/12/62, orally to Original source this report 
SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN 


7/22/62, orally. to Original source this report 
SA BRENNEISEN 


Mpp CONT/UWE) 



approved 


COPIES MADE: 

, it 
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Bureau (100-328955) (RAM) 
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3-CZl 

‘*-m 

5-!3] 


S.CD 


T.CZ! 


Subject’s name Is included in the Security Index. 

The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current. 

Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form PD-122 has been submi tted to the Bureau, 

A suitable photograph PX1 is I 1 is not available. 
Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

Subject Is employed in a key facility and 

is charged with security responsibility. Interested 

agencies are • 

This report is classified because 

(state reason) 


8. 1 I Subject previously interviewed (dates) 

r ~X j Subject was not relnterviewed because (state reason) 
Informants have pointed out that DAVIS has always been 
vociferous in criticism of Government prosecution of 
Communists, and there appears to be no likelihood he 
might cooperate with the FBI. 


— 1 This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 
lO.CZZl Th^s case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 


ll.rxi Subject 's SI card fXl is I I i s not tabbed Detcom. 
pn Subject’s activities j j do nC\ do not warrant Detcom 
tabbing . 
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’■ Field Office File No.; 100—50^2 . Bureau File No.slOO— 328955 
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Title: . FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS - 


Character: SECURITY MATTER - G ' . : ;■ 

’ ■* . *' ' ' . , ■ 

Synopsis; ‘ 

DAVIS still employed .as salesman, Honolulu** Sources at city 
have no information* any recent CP, or CP front activity . . 
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i - * - 

PEl^lILS ; AT HONOLULU. HAWAII ^ 

' . I. BACKGROUND . 


1962 J Ireport ed, .. that DAVIS still 


On July 12^ ^ 

resides at 299^ Kalihl St?reet;, and works .piit of .his home as 
a salesman ~for the Wrig ht Com pany of SyraWse, New York, bz 
Informant reported that|^H|Ptime to tltie, DAVIS also works b7D 
as‘ a free lance salesmaM||P other Mainland business 

II* EVIDENCE OF .. ANY*. ■COMfOT /-v ' .’ ' 

PARTY (CP) -activity 


On July 12 . 1 Q 62 . 1 I who has been closely associated 

with DAVIS for many years, reported that there is no indication 
that subject has changed"' any of ’ his political beliefs but he 
knows of no CP or CP front activity on the part of. DAVIS ■ 
for several years* Informant" pointed out that DAVIS had not 
been active in any front group activity since the old Hawaii 
Civil Rights Congress, dispanded in 1956. The Hawaii. Civil 
Rights Congress was an affiliate of the Civil Rights Congress • 
which was designated bv the Attorney General; pursuant to 

Executive Order 10450^ I 1 alco pointed out , that. DAVlS 

ceased his writings along Communls't: lines in 1957i> when- the 
old ‘’Honolulu Record" ceased publication, a .characterization- 
of which is appended hereto. . ' .. .r, ' 7 . ^ 

' ^ ' ,'v • ‘ ’ 

On July 22. 1962 J T a former member of ■ the 

CP prior to and subse^quent to: World War II, . reported hc 
rarely sees DAVIS and knows of no CP or CP front activity on 
his part in recent years. . ' ' . . . . 

On July 27, 1962,1 |.Cpmmiasion of 

Subversive ActlSrltles, , Ijeglsxature, aiJai^e of- Hawaii, reported , ^ 
the files of his office contain no information concerning apy 
activity on the part of subject in recent years./ / ' / b7C 
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APPENDIX 
"HONOLULU RECORD" 


In March of 1953 the Commission on Subversive 
Activities to the Legislature, Territory of Hawaii, re- 
ported that the origin and purpose of the "Honolulu 
Record," its ownership, its editorial policy, and the 
.character of its personnel led the Commission to the 
Inescapable conclusion that it is the Journalistic mouth- 
piece of the Communist Party in the Territory of Hawaii. 

On May 18.. 1959 1 I Executive of, 

the above-named Comics slon> reported that the motivating 
force in the founding of the "Honolulu Record" in 19^8 
had been the Executive. Board of the Communist Party, 

I [ pointed out thkt the "Honolulu Record" had con- 

tinned to follo;^ the Communist Party line up until the , ^ 
time they dlscontlnuecl publication on July 3i 1958, but 
since 1955 the publication had taken a much less militant 
viewpoint than pi*Oviously, 
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In Reply» Please R^er ito 
FOeNo. 100-5082 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDEBAL BUBEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Honolulu 12, Hawaii 
3 0 1982 


Title 


PRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 


Character 

Reference 


SECURITY MATTER - C 

Report of SA LEO S .BRENNEISEN, 
dated and captioned as above* 


All sources (except any listed belov) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
ol the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its Contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


SAC, Honolulu (100-5082) 

REC- 135 

Director, FBI (100-328955) 

FRANK MARSHAU. DAVIS 
SECURITY MATTER - C 




August 15, 1962 


- Mr. Pettit 


I !- 

\ ta 


ii i l- 

II S Sf 


Tolaon _ 
Beimofll 

Mohr 

CoUahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 

Evons 

Malona _ 

Rosen 

SuUlvan 

Tavei 

Trotter ^ 
Tele. rJ 
Holmes ! 
Gandy 


Reurlet 7-30-62. 


' I 


Subject is a Negro male, 56 years of age, who 
has been employed most of his life as a reporter. He was 
a Communist Party (CP) member in Chicago from 1945 until 
1948 when he moved to Hawaii. He was very active in the 
Party there until Party activity as such ceased in 1952. 

He was active in front groups in a leadership capacity 
until such front groups became inactive in 1956. When 
questioned before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee 
in 1956, Davis took the Fifth Amendment. 

He wrote a column which constantly followed the 
CP line in the now defunct ”Honolulu Record” until 1957. 

In 1958 he frequented the premises of this newspaper. He 
contributed to "The- Worker” prior to 1956, 

He was listed as a sponsor for the 27th National 
Conference of the American Committee for Protection of ' 
Foreign Born in December, 1960. 


Russia. 


In 1957 he championed the policies of Soviet 


His name is being retained on the Security Index 
at this time. 

NOTE ON YELLOW; 

Relet recommended deletion from SI. ^ 
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- -- , OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

- ' UNITED STATES GOVE^MENT 

MemoranStm 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-328955) 


HONOLULU (100-5082) 


date; JUL 3 0^1^ 
Y\ b ^ a ^ 


subject: prank MARS HALITI) AVIS hJ i ^ \ iJ 

Qy 5%)! 

Included as enclosures, 4 copies of report of SAlW /n 
LEO S, BRENNEISEN, concerning above captioned subject. \ / 

Review of instant file reflects FRANK MARSHALL DA^fe/ 
a Negro male, was active in the CP in Chicago prior to coming 
to Hawaii in 19 48. Sho rtly after his arrival in Hawaii, both 
he and his wife ! b ecame active in the CP and continued 

that membership until atcleast 1952. Thereafter, the Party 
in Hawaii ceased operations. DAVTS, during the late 1940s ^ 

and early 1950s, was active in several CP front groups and 
was the columnist In the old communist line "Honolulu Record", 
a weekly newspaper of Honolulu, which ceased existence in 
1957 • Since that time, there has been little pertinent 
activity on the part of DAVIS. The last front group to 
operate in Hawaii ceased existence in the fall of 1956. 

In late 1956, DAVIS refused to testify before the Senate / 

Internal Security Sub-Committee holding hearings in Honolulu. / 
In December, i960, his name was listed on material distributed V 
on the Mainland as one of the sponsors for the AraeriCcin Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Bom. However, this organization 
has not been active in Hawaii and there is no indication that 
DAVIS has done other than lend his name to that organization. 

Due to the inactivity of DAVIS over a lengthy 
period of time, it is felt he does not presently fit the 
criteria for the Security Index. It is therefore recommended 
that he be deleted from the Security Index of the Honolulu 
Division. In the event, he is deleted, he will be placed on 
the Reserve Index B. 
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b7C 




/ 2 - Bureau ^ 
"1 - HonolulSj 
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(RAM) 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


lieAUQ 






« Mr* Higglnsi 
- Mr. Goole 
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SAC, Honolulu (100-5082) 


FBI (100-328955) — 


FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 
SECURITY BUTTER - C 


April 23, 1963 








By letter dated April 17, 1963, the 
Department advised that the subject's name should 
be removed from the Security Index. This action 
has been taken at the Bureau and similar action 
should be taken with respect to the card maintained 
in your office. 

It is noted that the last report in this 
case was submitted on July 30, 1962. This case should 
be reopened and your investigation brought up to date. 

The results of your investigation should be submitted 
in report form suitable for dissemination, at which time, 
if warranted, you should submit your recommendation as to 
whether subject should be included in the Security Index. 

A review of the file in this matter reveals 
that subject has never been interviewed concerning his 
subversive activities. It is felt that he should be 
interviewed at this time. Unless you are in possession 
of information to indicate otherwise, the interview 
should be conducted in connection with your current 
investigation of him. ' ai wmmm coot® 

HF!^i:iN,iLii:;aAssinED , 

1 - 100-398030 (Emergency Detention Program) , 




NOTE: Subject, a Negro, was active in the Communist 

Party in the Chicago area prior to taking up residence 
in Hawaii in 19^8. In Hawaii subject was active in the 
Communist Party and continued his membership until 1952" 
about the time that Cocmiunist Party activities in Hawaii 
ceased. During early 1950* s subject was a columnist in 
the old communist line "Honolulu Record," a weekly 
newspaper which ceased to exist in 1957. Subject refused 
to testify before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee 
in Honolulu in 1956. Currently employed as a salesman for 
a New York company. 

HPH:scp..a> A 

(6) pTfo \Ai 

MAIL nOOM*lj0 ^flfcllEVyRE UNIT I . 1 ^ . 



(Sdi 2^-61) 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


‘ ■ T^jsy 


Memorandum 


SECRET 


TO : Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation date: April 17 1963 


FROM ; J. Walter Yeagley 

Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security Division 


subject: emergency DETENTION PROGRAM 




f Res Frank Marshall. Dayis 
FBI#: 100-328955 

Reports of investigation of the above have been reviewed 
f ] as requested by you on ♦ 

It has been determined that subject's name should be 
a retained on security index; S removed*«from sejcuri^ 


index* 




Remarks: 

J yj / 




/ ^ /i\ 't 

/ j'/ A'l' 

(1 ! 
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S7APfi^,9g3 'h 



SECRET 


J ■ 

1 GROUP 1 

jExcluded f-c- autor'^tiO 
I ■ovnrrac’ ■ 





0-1 (R*v. 7-19-61) 

UNITED STATES GOVERJT^A 

M&mora'nmm 
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(Y^rftle 200^5082) 6/25/63 

nS^t^ Director, FBI (Bufile and Serial^ 100^326955 Ser 59) (! I 

(Room N yiCa;g»^ J i ^ 

SUBJECT: Marshall/ Davi 3 . ’ , ylf/^ ^ 




! I 1. Bullies indicate this case is delinqucntr <jivc specific reason for delinquency’. 

Vw-^' 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
herein IS UN^ASSIFIEJ)’ y 


O letter Q submitted 
n 2. Date □ report O will be submitted 


d! 3. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this time, state reason specific^lty and when report 
will be submitted ^ ^ fi/L . 


rific^lty^n 




Status of D Appeal Q Inquiry 


Investigation'' 


Q Sulet by 
D 5. D Surep 


L£2_: 

[SEARCHC 


Q, Prosecution 


.iriOt-iuCi 


^JUj^ 


Pj^ ftply htrton and return to Bureau. Note rtffipt and acknowledpntnt on tat serial /q|] 


ly heretm and return to Bureau. Note refftp t and acknowtedgnumt m 


I^HONQI 



4 - 




Honolulu (100-5082) 
RtC- 4 

Director, FBI (100-3289S5) 




July 3, 1963 


1 - Mr* Jackson 


FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Reurlet 6/27/63 requesting an extension of authority 
to interview captioned subject. Authority is granted for an 
extension of time in order that you may interview the subject p 
the results of which should be submitted in report form. 


NOTE : 

Subject's name was rcmoved.,-fi^om the Security Index 
by Department letter dated 4/17/63. Subject, a Negro, was 
active in the Communist Party in Chicago area prior to taking 
up residence in Hawaii in 1948. In Hawaii subject was active 
in the Communist Party continuing his activities therein until 
1952 when Communist Party activities in Hawaii ceased. Subject 
refused to testify before Senate Internal Security Subcoiomittee 
in 1956. He is currently employed as a salesman for a New York 
company. Honolulu desires extension of time in order to interview 
subject away from residence and in secure place. Honolulu 
originally received authority to interview subject by Bulet 
4/23/63. . 
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MAIL ROOM 



orriotui roiM Na 10 ^ ■ 

UNITED STATEotBoVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO • : »IRECT0R,. FBI (100-328955) • 

: SAC, HONOLULU (.100-5082) 

subject: frank: mars HALL^^VXS' -• * 

*. SM-C •' , 


date: .V27/63' 




advising thi6 office to Interview 
subject. DAVIS continues to reside at 2994 KalihL Street!^ ’■’> 
Honolulu and remains einployed as a salesman working out of lill I 
* Recently, contact , with security informants of 'this 
office gave no Indication^ of any recent subversive activities 
on the part of DAVIS. Spot - checks of DAVIS’ home ‘indicates 

and comings are irregular and to date, when h& has V'' 
been observed by an Agent away from, his home, another Bureau 'l l 
Agent has .not ‘been present ; . Due to the fact that DAVIS’ v-\ ^ 

^ subject of a. security investigation ^by this 'i' U 
office. Bureau permission, is in,ot being requested to attempt I 

to contact 'him at his home. / v.’,. • 

' , . . ‘ V V n 

v-iow rifl'trTQ^K f®<lhested. that, Bur, eau authorization to inter- riSii 

additional ;45 days. ' Upoh receipt ^ 
of that authorization, ’ two- Agents wlir survell his home until 
he departs in order, that a discreet' contact might be had with 
.subject. :• • ■ ; -A. ’ ; • . • ; ■ 



/Vi 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-328955) 


FROM; SAC, HONOLULU (100-6082) 


RE: FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 

SM - C 
(00 HN) 


ReBulet 7/8/63 granting an extension of time within 
which to interview DAVIS, 



Subject was contacted by SA LEO S, BRENNEISEN away 
from his home on 8/2/63. Another Agent observed the contact* 
DAVIS appeared to be friendly and stated he believed he vrould 
be willing to furnish his observations to questions we might 
ask him. However, he claimed he had no time for an interview 
and requested that he be contacted by telephone to set up an 
appointment . 

DAVIS was telephonically contacted thereafter several 
times and did not agree to a definite appointment until 8/22/63, 
when he advised he would meet Agents in Kapiolani Park, 

Honolulu, at 11:30 a.m. 8/26/63. 


Although the 45-day period will have expired, UACB 
subject will be contacted by Agents at that time.' 
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FEDERALTBUREAU OF INVH3TIG 


REPORTING OFFICE 


office of origin 


HONOLULU 


HONOLULU 


TITLE OF CASE 


PRANK MARSHALL^LAVIS 


9/9/63 


REPORT MADE BY 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD " 

4/24 - 9/5/63 


.LEO S, BRENNEISEN 

CH ARAQER OF CASE 


SM - a 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN dated 7/30/62 at Honolulu.. 
Bureau letter to Honolulu dated 4/23/63. 

Honolulu alrtel to Bureau dateh 8/22/63.' 


- C - 


ADMINISTRATIVE : 


It is not felt that DAVIS fits either the criteria 
for the Security Index or the Reserve Index A; ' He is being 
placed on Reserve Index - B of this .Office, No attempt is 
being made to further interview DAVIS because it is believed 
that he would not be arainable to being developed as a Security 
Informant at this time, 

. All C0/''.^f'cC 

j(^sn r 



SPECIAL, agent 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BEL.OVI/ 


COPIES MADE: 


Bureau (100-328955) (RAM) 
3 - Honolulu (100-5082) 
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im'*' 100-5082 


INFORMANTS ; 
Identity of Source 
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b7D 


Pate 

9/5/63, orally to 
SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN 

8/26/63, orally to 
SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN 

■ 8/26/63, orally to 
SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN 


File Location 

Original sbiirce 
this report 

! 

Original source 
this reporib ' ' 

I" ^ * 

Original. source 
this report 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


,Copy to: 


Report of: LEO S. BRENNEISEN 

Date; 9/9/^3 

Field Office File No.: HN 100-5082 


Office: 


HONOLULU 


..Bureau File No.: ' 100—328955 


PRANK MARSHALL DAVIS ’ • 


Character: SECURITY MATTER - C 


. . ■ i ^ ‘v . ‘ ; C 

Syrjopsis: Subjcct stlll employed as Salesman, "Honolulu; ' Honolulu 

sources have no Information any recent Communist Party 
or Communist Party front activity on part of DAVIS. 

On interview 8/26/63, DAVIS declared- Commvinlst Party 
of Hawaii out of existence since 1955 or 1956, but he 
refused to go on record he was CP member. Subject 
states his association with many radical groups in the 
past was motivated by his fight for racial eqmlity 
rather than international politics’. 


- C - 


- .it 

■ ■» 


All INFORMATION CONTAINED ' 

HEREIN IS UNClASSIFlEff / 




This document contaltrs neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to sour agency: it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


HN 100-5082 



AT HONOLULU, HAWAII 


I . BACKGROUND 

On September 5> 196^. 1 I reported that DAVIS 

still resides at 2994 Kalihi Street with his wife and four 
children. DAVIS is a Salesman for the Wright Company of 
Syracuse, New York, working out of his home. He handles 
mainly advertising specialties. He also works as a free- 
lance salesman for other Mainland business firms. 


II, EVIDENCE OP ANY COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) ACTIVITY 


On August 2, 1963^ DAVIS was contacted on Walkaniilo 
Road and was asked if he was willing to be interviewed by 
FBI Agents. DAVIS claimed he had no time for an Intervlevf 
that date but believed he would be willing to furnish his 
observations to questions that might be put to him. He 
requested that he be contacted the following week to set up 
an appointment. 


It was not until August 26, 19^3 > when DAVIS agreed 
to a definite appointment and met SA’s ROBERT F, RYAN and 
LEO S. BRENNEISEN in Kaplolanl Park, Honolulu. At the start 
of the interview DAVIS stated that since first being conta.cted 
by the FBI, he had come to the opinion that little could be 
gained from the interview and he did not see where it would 
be to his advantage to talk to Agents. 


He was asked specifically if he was a member of the 
Communist Party. He stated that as far as he knew, there was 
no Commxanist Party in existence in Hawaii. He was next asked 
why and when he had broken with the Communist Party. DAV1'.S 
then went on at length to state that he had never gone on 
record as having been a member of the Communist Party, and 
he, therefore, did not see what could be gained by answering 
that question. 


DAVIS related that he had been associated with a 
large number of radical organizations in the past, and he had 
been motivated solely by his fight for racial equality. He 
took the position that he would ’’consort with the devil to 
gain his ends,” and his end was the fight against racial 
discrimination. DAVIS related that he had been born and 
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reared as a child in Arkansas City, Kansas, where there was 
a great deal of discrimination against the Negro* After 
attending high school in Arkansas City, he went to Friends 
University and later to Kansas State, where he also encovuitered 
discrimination, DAVIS pointed out that he was unable to go 
out for athletics at Kansas State because of a gentlemen’s 
agreement in the conference. After college, he went to Atlanta, 
Georgia, where he edited a newspaper for some three years and, 
of course, ran into a terrific amount of discrimination, DAVIS 
Q-hfl-htaH ftha-h at the time he was in Atlanta, Georgia, t he famou s 

l ease arose. This was also the time of the | I 

I case, \7here the State of Georgia asked a death penalty 
for a Negro wh£i_jaaxa-JLed a himger march on Atlanta. DAVIS 
related that ] | had been defended by BEN DAVIS, JR,, and 

he became acquainted with BEN DAVIS, JR. He statedJihat-Jphe 
Comm unist Party had aided the defense in both the l I and 

the I I cases. 


Subject stated that in the middle 1930 ‘s he left 
Atlanta for Chicago, where he continued in the newspaper field 
and was employed by the Associated Negro Press, DAVIS stated 
that on departing from Georgia, he vowed that he would never 
again live in the Deep South and undergo such racial antagonism. 

DAVIS then went on to state that individual Negroes 
react differently to stimuli of racial discrimination. He 
points out that a large number of his race cowed by discrimina- 
tion live only for today while another group lose themselves 
in religion. He stated that many Negroes attempt to emulate 
the white man while he, himself, chose to fight discrimination, 
seeking aid from any side, even radical groups. 

DAVIS related that at the Associated Press he was 
in contact with i official of that 

company. DAVIS claimed that| |had chosen to attack 
the Negro problem from the conservative side while he had 
worked t he other side of the street. DAVIS stated that 

I had also been a Government appointee and in 19^6 i^’as 
released from his Government position. DAVIS stated that u 

1 had been accused of associating i^rith many radical 
groups, and he believed these accusations had been entirely b 
unfounded and i j had merely been accused of activities 

participated in by DAVIS. 

In discussing the Negro problem, DAVIS stated he 
\'jas aware that in Chicago many of the viealthier Negroes, v\rho 
were looked upon as conservatives, in reality had contributed 
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money to the Communist Party, They had explained their 
actions by stating that if the white man was against the 
Communist Party, they were for it, 

DAVIS was reminded that at the time of the hearings 
held by the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee in Honolulu 
in 1950, he had written in his newspaper column the fact that 
the Communist Party was out of existence at that time. DA.VIS 
replied that he did not recall whose authority he had based 
the statement on, but to the best of his loiowledge, the 
Communist Party in Hawaii had gone out of existence in 1955 
or maybe in early I956. 

nAirrcj t hearings in Honolulu in 1956, 

DAVIS claimed that Senator EASTLAND of Mississippi had aroused 
a great deal of feeling among Honolulu Negroes on his visit 
to Hawaii, DAVIS stated that a certain group of Negroes in 
town at that time had talked of plans to waylay EASTLAND. He 
reiterated t^t this group of Negroes were definitely not 
Communist and were the type of individuals who woxild not have 
known a Communist from an anti-Coramunlst. 

4.U commenting on the march on Washington, DAVIS 
stated that if he vjere on the Mainland, he would, of course, 
have taken a very active part in the project. He 
stated he hoped the march was handled correctly and that 

be accomplished by it. He stated he believed 
that the danger existed that some '"radicals" would incite 

l^urt the Negroes’ fight for equality. 
DAVIS stated he is of the personal opinion that the Negro 
^®ver going to obtain anything without someone of his race 
pushing for it. He stated It was his personal opinion that the 

forced former President 

ROOSEVELT to push the enactment of the Pair Employment Practice 

AC u • 

n 4. V. , I5AVIS was then asked that leaving aside the Communist 
Party backing of the Negro in his battle for equality, would he 

their stand on International politics. 

DAVIS stated that he was not an authority for international 
politics, and his main fight had been for Negro rights, and 
any association he had had in the past with radical groups 
was based upon his desire to aid the Negro in his fight against 
discrimination rather than following a certain line in inter- 
national politics. 
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DAVIS, in commenting on the Muslims, stated that 
he, of course, felt that the organization, although growing 
in power, was approaching the problem from the wrong side 
and was almost ridiculous. He stated he believed that during 
the last decade, a new group had arisen almost every five 
years advocating ideas espoused by the Muslims. DAVIS stated 
that when he was in Chicago, he had been aware that Muslims 
were in existence on the South Side in the 1930' s. 

DAVIS concluded by stating that he is still residing 
at 299^ Kallhi Street with his wife and four children and 
works as a salesman out of his home. 

The following sources, who are familiar with some 
phases of past Communist Party and Communist Party front 
activity, reported they knew of no such recent activity on 
part of subject: 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTAIENT OF JUSTICE 




In Reply, Please Rejer to 

FUeNo. HN 100-5082 


FEDEHAL BUKEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Honolulu, Hawaii 
September 9 , 19^3 


Title 


PRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 


Cliaracter 


Reference 


SECURITY MATTER - C 

Report of Special Agent LEO S. 
BRENNEISEN dated September 9 , 
1963, at Honolulu, 


All sources (except any listed below) used In referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document conluins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


